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Coming Up: 

 

 

22 to 27 October 

Bookarama  
 

 

Late November 

 

Underworld - 

the first layer 

Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------ 
 

BOOKARAMA 
needs your  

donations of: 

 

Books 

Magazines 

White Elephant  

DVDs &CDs 

Jigsaws  

Games 

Toys 

(No electrical goods) 

 

These can be 

dropped off during 

normal museum 

hours, or please call 

us on (03) 689 7832. 

 

Preparations for this year’s Bookarama at the Waimate Museum are 

underway with the Bookarama team busy sorting books, magazines, CDs, 

DVDs, jigsaws and the like ready for the 6 day sale beginning on Saturday 

22 October. As always there is an excellent selection of clean and tidy 

books, pre-checked jigsaws, collectable books and more. 

If you are having a spring clean and a sort out, the museum will gladly 

receive your donations of books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, and jigsaws right 

up to the start of Bookarama. They can be left in the baskets situated in the 

foyer of the museum during open hours. If you 

need boxes of books picked up please ring the 

museum on 689-7832. The white elephant stall 

at Bookarama is always popular and donations 

of items for this stall can also be left at the 

museum. Electrical goods will no longer be 

accepted. 

EFTPOS will be available again during 

Bookarama to make book buying more 

convenient.  

Bookarama is held in the Machinery Hall at the  
Museum and is open from 10:00am until 4pm 
from Saturday  22 October to Thursday 27 

October. 

                     

 

Staff and committee have spent some 
valuable time together recently 
discussing ideas that came from our 
public brainstorming meeting in July 
with Liz Stephenson from The 
Department of Internal Affairs. 
 
It was good to see both committee and 
staff taking advantage of the 
opportunity to get to know each other 
and share knowledge and inspiration 
for the future.   
 
Feedback from this meeting will help 
us form our Long Term Plan.  
 
If you are interested in the governance  
of the Historical Society  the committee 
would welcome another member to the 
team. 
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Committee matters 

Raewyn Francis  leads the 

Bookarama team 

Staff and committee discussing some of the 

suggestions put forward at the planning 

meeting. 
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Fridge magnets featuring historical 
photographs of local interest e.g. the 
Waimate Railway Station; Quinn’s 
brickworks; Hamilton’s Apiary, etc. 
 
Come and have a look to see the full 
selection available. 
 
For sale at the 
Museum office or 
Archives. 
 
$3 each or 4 for $10 

The Clothing Collection needs donations 
of uniform items from local schools. All 
that we have at present is Waimate High 
School boy’s uniform. It is important for 
the museum to have a full collection of 
uniforms, both past and present, for the 
future. If you have Waimate High School 
girl’s uniform or any uniform items from 
Waimate Main School, Waimate 
Centennial School, St Patrick’s or any 
other local school, not being used, the 
museum will be happy to accept them. 
 

Can you Help? 

Throughout the year the Museum needs help with: 

> Projects           > Cleaning       

> Working Bees      > Bookarama 

>  Sunday meet and greet roster  

> Committee roles    

   

If you would like to help with any of these, please 

leave your details at the Museum office or phone  

03 689 7832 

For Sale - Waimate heritage fridge magnets 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/Waimate Museum & Archives 

Keep up to date with all the latest information 

about exhibitions, projects and interesting 

objects. We would love your support in liking and 

sharing our Facebook page.  

Website 

www.waimatemuseumandarchives.org.nz 

Easy to navigate and informative. 

Find us online 

Wanted...School uniforms 

The photograph shows a group of Waimate High School 

girls  from 1925 in uniform. The variety of white blouses 

suggests there was no uniform blouse as such just a 

requirement to wear a white blouse under the trusty gym 

frock.      #4491 

 



When: mid-November - mid May 

Where: Courtroom 

Have you ever seen a nightdress 

made from an old parachute? WWII 

Air Force regulation underwear? Sock 

suspenders? 

You can see these and more in this 

unique exhibition which showcases 

the museum’s underwear and 

nightwear collections. There will be on 

display beautifully handcrafted 

garments with exquisite embroidery and lace as well as the more practical 

and purposeful items. 

Garments on display will span the years from the late 1800’s to the more 

recent past and will be accompanied by historical information or an 

explanation about the garment. 

This exhibition is for anyone who loves beautiful things, fashion, fabrics or 

has an interest in clothing of the past. 
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Underworld - the first layer 

Like most museums globally the Waimate Museum is facing the necessity of undertaking an inventory of 

the object collection due to having limited storage space. This means that some items will be removed 

from the collection due to poor condition which can mean, for 

example, broken or damaged state, incompleteness, or 

irreparable. Another reason is if we have multiple examples of 

one item. 

This decision has not been taken lightly and we have consulted 

with Judith Taylor, Museum Development Advisor, National 

Services Te Paerangi, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 

Tongarewa about organising the objects which includes 

removing poor examples. Undertaking the inventory will result in 

a better quality collection long term. The inventory will be 

ongoing for several years as our collection is vast. 

The inventory process involves examination of an object to 

assess its condition and whether there are other better 

examples. Then a decision is made about whether it should be 

kept. If the decision is ‘no’ then documentation is checked and 

the original donor contacted if possible. They then have the 

option of having the object returned to them or having the 

museum dispose of it appropriately. 

Please be assured that all possible care is being taken to follow 

the correct procedures and processes for this task in accordance 

with Museum Standards. 

Rationalising the Collection 

Navy lace-trimmed nylon petticoat 

#2000-008-048 

Painted decoration on a  1950’s petticoat 

frill 

Collections Officer, Suzanne Duffy assessing 

the condition of a tin bath in the collection 

#2011-027-026 



 

Waimate Museum 

28 Shearman Street 

Waimate 7924 

Ph (03) 689 7832 

Email: 

wtemus@xtra.co.nz 

 

Opening Hours: 

Tues to Fri 12 to 3pm 

  Sun/Stat Days  

 1pm to 3pm 

 

Waimate Archives 

9 Innes Street 

Waimate 7924 

Ph (03) 689 7842 

Email: 
waimatearchives@xtra.co.nz 

Opening Hours: 

Tues to Thurs  

1.30pm to 4pm 

Appointments 

required. 

 
waimatemuseumandarchives.org.nz 

Follow us on Facebook: Waimate 

Museum & Archives 

 

 

 

 

Email Address 

 

Do we have an email 

address for you? 

Please forward your 

email address to us so 

we can keep you in 

touch with what’s 

happening at the 

Museum. 

 

Email your details to 

wtemus@xtra.co.nz  

or 

phone 03 689 7832 

 or  visit us. 

 We would love 

to see you. 
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PastPerfect is the Collection 

Management System used by the 

Museum and Archives for cataloguing 

of and access to the collections held.  

Recently a software upgrade was 

purchased for PastPerfect  to allow  

the computers within the museum and 

archive to network and to meet the 

requirements of standard museum 

practices for cataloguing collections. It 

allows for increased efficiency, 

effectiveness, and access to our    

district’s valuable collections. Thanks 

to Waimate District Council Heritage 

Fund and Waimate District Charitable 

Foundation for help with funding. 

This 1950’s evening dress in our collection belonged to 
Mrs Rattray, who was the wife of Major Neill Rattray.  
She was reputed to have  worn this dress at a dinner 
given by Queen Elizabeth II on board the Royal Yacht, 
HMS Britannia. 

It is made from a dusky pink satin, and is overlaid with 

guipure lace. 

The dress is sleeveless with asymmetrical bodice and 

a long skirt and comes with a wrap which is also made 

from dusky pink satin and guipure lace. 

 

# 2002-061-007 

Interpreting Waimate Exhibition opening 
 

Over 40 invited guests, including the mayor 
and several councillors attended the 
exhibition opening. Exhibition curator and 
archivist, Sue Hanham, spoke about how 
works of art hold stories – places, people, 
artists, ideas, stories about us. They give us 
perspectives on the times and places 
Waimate has lived and experienced. 

Over 70 artworks are on display and span 
centuries from the late 1880s to the present 
to tell a story about Waimate. Some 

artworks depict the better known connections with Waimate such as strawberries, 
the Arcade and Dr Margaret Cruickshank. But others tell of Waimate’s connection 
with Rewi Alley and China’s Shandan School, Vincent van Gogh, circus elephants 
and a ‘Gentlewoman’ of 200 years ago. Also, there is a reproduction of Philip 
Trusttum’s Waimate Flag . The exhibition closes mid-November. 

Software Upgrade 

Staff  looking at some of the improvements  in the 

PastPerfect  cataloguing system  upgrade 

Elegance 

Guests enjoying the artwork 


